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Manet's Masked Ball at the Opera |see F'tgt:n: 1, {:h:ipu‘r 5 of 1873-74
may, for the purposes of our analysis, be read as a combative response to
and subversion of the ideological assumptions controlling Gérdme's Slave
Market[s]. Like Gérome's painting, Manet’s work (to borrow a phrase
from the German critic Meier-Graefe, who greatly admired it) represents
a Fleischborse—a flesh market. Unlike Gérome, however, Manet repre-
sented the marketing of attractive women not in a suitably distanced Near
Eastern locale, but behind the galleries of the opera house on the rue Le
Peletier. The buyers of female flesh are not Orniental louts bur civilized and
recognizable Parisians, debonair men about town, Manet's friends, and, in
some cases, fellow artists, whom he had asked to pose for him. And the
flesh in question is not represented au naturel, but sauced up in the most
charming and provocative fancy-dress costumes. Unlike Gérome’s paint-
ing, which had been accepted for the Salon of 1867, Manet's was rejected
for that of 1874.

I should like to suggest that the reason for Manet’s rejection was not
merely the daring close-to-homeness of his representation of the availabil-
ity of feminine sexuality and male consumption of it. Nor was it, as his
friend and defender at the time Stéphane Mallarmé suggested, its formal
daring—its immediacy, its dash, its deliberate yet casual-looking cut-off
view of the spectacle. It was rather the way these two kinds of subversive
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